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Figure 2: The external and internal classification of East Benue-Congo
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Simplified noun
class and
agreement
morphology

Based on Smith (2007: 100) and
Blench (2018:76)

Class

Noun

Noun

Agreement

Agreement

Label | umber Prefix  |Suffix | Prefix Suffix Pronoun
1 SG u- -0 u-/w-/ - -wa wa
1B SG O- -0 u-/w-/ O- -wa wa
2 PL O- -0 O- -€ £
2B PL O- (-ne) O- -€ £

3 SG u- -u u-/ O- -0 2
3B SG O- -0 u-/0- -0 2

4 PL s- -s s- -S€ K
5 SG I- -d d- -de de
6 PL t- -t t- -1 )
6B MASS/DIM PL | m- -m m- -mo mo
7 SG u- - J- -ja ja
7B SG O- - J- -ja Jja
DM SG i- - i- -1 i
AUG |PL a- -a a- -a a




Organization of
this talk

Defining associative

The modifying associative within the noun phrase
Form
Function

The associative as relative pronoun within the noun phrase
The associative marking goal an within a nominalized verb phrase.

The associative marking the object of a verb within a nominalized verb
phrase that 1s the complement to an auxiliary construction.

The associative marking the nominative form of nouns in certain
morphosyntactic environments.



Welmers’ (1963) Associative

A grammar of almost any Bantu language will attest a
morpheme a in a variety of constructions involving
association, usually of a preceding noun with a following
noun or pronoun. ... These morphemes have frequently
been labelled 'possessive', with reference to one of their
more obvious uses, or genitive, with the implication that
more than literal possession may be involved; the variety of
constructions in which they are found makes the more
neutral term 'associative' preferable.

-Welmers (1963: 432)



Jt-Ma'in Nouns in citation form
ClassPrefix-Root]

554  ring (finger) Tu/4 uk™art ask™a:t
806  possessions 6 5tk“am

Smith (2007: 116, 122)

626  basket 5/6 srka:r 5tkair
1255  place 5/6 arbé 5tbé

Smith (2007: 118, 132)



Ut-Ma'in Associative

Q >> kwat=[j-5=t kwdm]
d
ring = AG7-ASSOC =C6 wealth
‘ring of wealth’

bé=[d-> kéir-6t =15:)
Q D>> place = AG5-ASSOC  basket-C6 = C6.DEF
‘place of the baskets’

Paterson (2019: 81)



Ut-Ma'in Associative Construction

Associative Construction
Head [ AssocP ]

SIMPLE MODIFIER Nueap  [AGueap-ASSOC = Cyop-Nyiop |

COMPLEX MODIFIER | N0\ o [AGupap-ASSOC = [NPy0p 1]

Paterson (2019: 88)



Table 26: Attested forms of the ASSOCC

NOUN CLASS OF DEPENDENT (ie., ASSOCIATED) NOUN

Cl Cc2 C3 c4 C5 Cc6 Cc6M Cc7
Cl

Z.
3 | O-5=s | Os=r | O5=t | Ob=m | 0- " =u
Z.
2 C3 05=0 | O- =u| Ob=s | Ob=r | Os5=t | O5=m | O- =u
o5 .
-n c4 s-9=0 s- =u §-9=§ s-9=r s-9=t s-9=m s- =u
o3
° s d6=0 | d-"=u | dd=s | dé=r | ds=t | dd=m | & =u
%)
5 Cc6 t-53=0 | t- =u (-5=s t-d=r t-3=t t-d3=m | t =u
% C6M m-53=0 | m- =u m-3=s m-3=r m-s=t m-5=m | m- =u
o
7 C7 J- =u | jo=0 | j- =u J-9=s J-9=r J-o=t J-9=m | j- =u

Paterson 2019a: 87




Welmers’ (1963) Associative —
Swahili Examples

material: nyumba za mawe ‘houses made of stone’
contents: chupa ya maji ‘a bottle of water’

place of origin: mitu wa Ulete ‘a person from Utete’

place of use: saa ya mkono ‘wrist-watch’ (clock for the arm)
time of use: chakula cha asubuht ‘breakfast’ (food for morning)
function: mitt ya kujengea ‘sticks for building’

pOSSessor : kisu cha Hamast ‘Hamisi’s knife’

-Welmers (1963: 433)



Semantics of Ut-Ma'in Associative

FUNCTION OF FORM GLOSS
MODIFIER
kéng=j-9=r-swa ‘bridge of nose’ Lit: ‘frontier of nose’
possessor zwar=d- =u-[% ‘beauty of face’
swa= d- =u-r“ag ‘elephant’s trunk’ Lit: ‘nose of elephant’
: j5n  9=r-rwab ‘bed made of clay’
material ; 5 : : >
rén=d-9=m-dap trap made of sap
contents du=d-9=m-b5 ‘well of water’

place of origin

nétd=j- =u ?ibo

‘Igbo woman’ Lit: woman of Igbo-land’

place of use

ndm=d-9=r-hi

‘hat’ Lit: ‘thing of head’

time of use ré=t-9=m-rim ‘evening meal’ Lit: ‘eating of darkness’
. bé t-9=r-[57?5t ‘places of sitting’
e kvat=j-3=tkwdm | ‘ring of wealth’
property bs5 m-9=t-ut ‘old water’ Lit: ‘water of old’
. L . ‘tall shea-butter trees’
size/shape far s-9=m war

Lit: ‘shea-butter trees of length’

ordinal number

kdr d- =u-t5t5rsé

‘third basket’

idiomatic

kan=s-9=ks:t

‘dawn’ Lit: ‘crying of chickens/roosters’

b5=m-9=t-ran

‘green’ Lit: ‘water of leaves’

Adapted from Appendix F in Paterson (2019: 263ff)




Semantics of Ut-Ma'in Associative
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FUNCTION OF
MODIFIER FORM GLOSS
possessor
. jSn  9=r-rwéb ‘bed made of clay’
material ; . . . >
rén=d-9=m-dap trap made of sap
contents du=d-9=m-b3 ‘well of water’

place of origin

néta=j- =u ?ibo

‘Igbo woman’ Lit: woman of Igbo-land’

place of use

ndm=d-9=r-hi

‘hat’ Lit: ‘thing of head’

time of use ré=t-9=m-rim ‘evening meal’ Lit: ‘eating of darkness’
. bé t-9=r-[525t ‘places of sitting’
. kvat=j-o=tkwdm | ‘ring of wealth’
property bd5 m-9=t-iit ‘old water’ Lit: ‘water of old’
i . : ‘tall shea-butter trees’
size/shape far s-9=m wdr

Lit: ‘shea-butter trees of length’

ordinal number

‘third basket’

idiomatic

b

kd:r d- =u-t5tdrse

| b5=m-9=t-ran ‘oreen’ Lit: ‘water of leaves’

Adapted from Appendix F in Paterson (2019a: 263 )




Ut-Ma'in Relative Clause

RELATIVIZED LOCATION
Nueap REL  [Age  AUXpe VPamiz-Pre OBLLOC]
(362) 5m nak bé d5 it dé?té ndmdd> torom (D] ] da
1SG.SUBJ know.PST place-C5-REL 1PL.EXCL DEON doing.of C6.meeting O NEG

‘I did not know the place where we must meet.” (MN_SJ_Ror 2013:14.170-18.050)

Paterson (2019: 230)



Ut-Ma'in Action Nominals

443 greet (v.) 4 5svak Smith (2007: 113

[Vieap [[AGueap-ASSOC = Cyioplassocc  Nmop]assocp] assoccx

[vak  s-3-s tt] 74 t-baram da.
greet  AG4-ASSOC-C4 old NEG.COP C6-change  NEG
“The greeting of old will not change.’

Paterson (2019: 91)



Ut-Ma'in Action Nominals

Type of Nominal Head [ AssocP ]

Nieap [AGHgap-ASSOC=Cynop  Nyop |
VNMLZ:HEAD [AGuEap-ASSOC=Cyiop  Nyop ]
VN\MLZ:HEAD [AGHEap-ASSOC=Cgoar  Ngoar]
VaMLz:HEAD [AGEaD-ASSOC = Cparient  Nparient]

Figure 16: ASSOCCXNs with Nygap VS. Vi zueap @S head

Paterson (2019: 81)



Ut-Ma'in Auxiliary Constructions

S AUX s-V
(240) 5m 3-g 5s-vak
1SG.SUBJ PROG-PST C4-greet
A AUX \% s- =P
(241) 5m 5-g vak  s- =u-néngen
1SG.SUBJ PROG-PST greet  AG4-ASSOC = C7-old.man

‘I was greeting the old man.’

Paterson (2019: 157, 158)



Ut-Ma'in Transitive Auxiliary Cxns

Paterson (2019: 81)



Assoclative Construction

Constructional contexts in which the Associative Marker 1s found:

Possession
Properties:
material
la contents — “genitive” within NP
source
part-whole
etc.

2a Relative Clauses
1b Object marker under certain morphosyntactic conditions

2b Subject marker under certain morphosyntactic conditions



Chapter Construction Label Schematized Structure
CH 5 BASIC VERBAL PREDICATION CXN S/A V(TNS) (O)
NEG BASIC VERBAL PREDICATION CXN S/A V(TNS) (O) =da
TYPE I: BASIC AUXILIARY CXN S/A AUX(TNS) VPamrz
CH 7 NEG TYPE I: AUXILIARY CXN S/A  za VPnviz  =da
TYPE II: PROG+LEX CXN S/A  5=LEX VPamrz
NEG II: PROG+LEX CXN S/A  za=LEX VPxmrz  =da
CHS ‘WANT’ SAME SUBJ PREDICATION CXN A Jo=s-sa VPamLz
NEG ‘“WANT’ SAME SUBJ PREDICATIONCXN | A za=s-sa VPxvrz  =da
CHO TyPE III: LEXICAL AUX CXN S/A° LEXAUX(TNS) = VPxmrz
NEG TYPE III: LEXICAL AUX CXN S/A° LEXAUX(TNS) VPaxmiz =da
Ci 10 ‘DO’ PREDICATION CXN S/A nom(TNS) VPxmiLz
NEG ‘DO’ PREDICATION CXN S/A nom(TNS) VPamrz  =da

The first column gives the chapter number where the constructions are described.

VPxurz contains any objects within the nominalized phrase

Figure 1: Multi-verb constructions in contrast to basic verb constructions



Nominalization in predication

* When the expression has no expressed object, the form of the nominalization is straightforward.
* A nominalized verb occurs after an auxiliary with one of 5 noun class prefixes.

* The auxiliary conveys an aspectual or modal meaning and any tense marking.
Chapter 7 Chapter 8 Chapter 9
Progressive Desiderative Future Obligation
Future Habitual
Telic
Continuative
Completive
Inchoative
Frequentative

* The main semantic idea of the clause 1s expressed by the nominalized verb.



Ubigquitous Association

External structure Detailed Structure
Noun Phrase Construction

la. NPueap [NPMmob]assocp ASSOC= NPnmop

2a NPueAD [Finite Clause]rercr REL [Finite Clause]
Verb Phrase Construction

1b SuBl AUX VPNMLZD VueaD ASSOC= NPo

Clause Construction

2b NPsus; VP N-suBJs



Assoclative Construction

Examples of each use for Noun Class 6

NP1eap=ASSOC= NPwmop
la fap=t-9=r-is
feather=AG6-ASSOC=C5-eye
‘eyelashes’ (lit: feathers of eye) (Smith 2007: 103)

NPueap REL [Finite Clause]
2a 5m hjan  (5t)-t5rsm t3 (% he:g]
1SG.SUBJ see.PST C6-hail C6-REL @.SuBJ fall.pST

‘I saw hail that fell.” (Smith 2007: 88)



Assoclative Construction

Examples of each use for Noun Class 6

N-SUBJ VP
2b mdingor-t3 azgd-s:-te

mango.fruit-C6.SUBJ  pour-REP-PFT
‘Mango fruit rolled out (of the basket).” (PS PS Ror 2013:018)

Vueap ASSOC= NPog;

1b 5m dét:é 1€ t-9=r-ga -sot
1SG.SUBJ FUT.OBL eat AG6-ASSOC=C5-cooked.grain C3-tomorrow

‘I must eat cooked grain tomorrow.’ (Paterson 2015: 229)



Forms of noun class 6 marking

NP VP CL
Use la: Use 2a: | Use 1b: | Use Object | Subject | Agreement | Noun
“Genitive” | Relative | OBJ 2b: Pronoun | Pronoun | suffix on | Citation
Pronoun | Marker | SUBJ Adjectives | Prefix
Marker
Class 6 | =t-5= t3 (=t-5=) | -t5 t3 t3 ) ot-/t-




Forms of the Associative Marker by noun class

NP VP CL

Use 1la: Use 2a: | Use 1b: Use 2b:

“Genitive” | Relative | OBJ Marker | SUBJ

Pronoun Marker

Class 1 (=5=)! w52 -- -9
Class 2 =9= S - -9
Class 3 =5= S -- -9
Class 4 =§-9= ) =§-9= )
Class 5 =d-5= ds =d-5= -ds
Class 6 =t-9= tS (=t-9=) -t9
Class 6B =m-5= mS (=m-5=) -m9S
Class 7 =j-9— iE -- -J5
Class DIM | =i= i -- -1
Class AUG | =a= a -- -a




Associative uses 1a and 1b
(associates an NP to the head)

NP1EaAp=ASSOC= NPmop
la fap=t-9=r-is
feather=AG6-ASSOC=C5-eye
‘eyelashes’ (lit: feathers of eye) (Smith 2007: 103)

Viueap ASSOC=NPog;

1b 5m dét:é 3 t-9=r-gd -sot
1SG.SUBJ FUT.OBL eat AG6-ASSOC=C5-cooked.grain  C3-tomorrow

‘I must eat cooked grain tomorrow.’ (Paterson 2015: 229)



Associative uses 2a and 2b
(associates a non-NP to the head)

NPueabp REL [Finite Clause]
2a 5m hjan  (5t)-t3ram t5 %) hé:g]
1SG.SUBJ see.PST C6-hail C6-REL @.SuBJ fall.pST

‘I saw hail that fell.” (Smith 2007: 88)

N-SUBJ vpP
2b mingor-t3 azgs-s:-te

mango.fruit-C6.SUBJ  pour-REP-PFT
“Mango fruit rolled out (of the basket).” (PS PS Ror 2013:018)
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Nominalization and Association
IN context

1:40.0 1:41.0 1:42.0 1:43.0 1:44.0 1:45.0 1:46.0 1:47.0 1:48.0

Twe

Sunday: They stood there? and also what did they do when they followed?
Mary: ... just when they followed him to that place and passed that way, one man had a stick
he was beating it with this (stick)... k3? k3? k3?, he was beating it.




Nominalization in context

Sunday: They stood there? and also what did they do when they followed?
Mary: ... just when they followed him to that place and passed that way, one man had a stick
he was beating it with this (stick)... k3? k5? k3?7, he was beating it.

a. wa J gap d-9 inja dé k32 k32 k5?
cl PROG hit AGS5-ASSOC DEM.C7 C5 IDEO.HITTING

‘he is hitting it’ (2013.MP.PearStory_Ror_1:45-46)
(cf. citation form t-gap ‘c6-hit’/‘hitting’)
b. wa 3 gap d-5 dé
cl PROG hit AG5-ASSOC c5
‘he is hitting it’ (2013.MP.PearStory_Ror_1:47)



