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Organiza:on of 
this talk

Defining associative

The modifying associative within the noun phrase
◦ Form
◦ Function

The associative as relative pronoun within the noun phrase

The associative marking goal an within a nominalized verb phrase. 

The associative marking the object of a verb within a nominalized verb 
phrase that is the complement to an auxiliary construction. 

The associative marking the nominative form of nouns in certain 
morphosyntactic environments. 



Welmers’ (1963) Associa4ve

-Welmers (1963: 432)

A grammar of almost any Bantu language will attest a 
morpheme a in a variety of constructions involving 
association, usually of a preceding noun with a following 
noun or pronoun. … These morphemes have frequently 
been labelled 'possessive', with reference to one of their 
more obvious uses, or genitive, with the implication that 
more than literal possession may be involved; the variety of 
constructions in which they are found makes the more 
neutral term 'associative' preferable. 



U̱t-Maꞌin Nouns in cita4on form
[ClassPrefix-Root]

Smith (2007: 116, 122)

possessions

Smith (2007: 118, 132)



U̱t-Maꞌin Associa4ve

Paterson (2019: 81)



U̱t-Maꞌin Associa4ve Construc4on

Paterson (2019: 88)



Paterson 2019a: 87



Welmers’ (1963) Associa4ve –
Swahili Examples

-Welmers (1963: 433)



Adapted from Appendix F in Paterson (2019: 263ff)

Seman4cs of U̱t-Maꞌin Associa4ve



Adapted from Appendix F in Paterson (2019a: 263ff)

Seman4cs of U̱t-Maꞌin Associa4ve



U̱t-Maꞌin Rela4ve Clause

Paterson (2019: 230)



U̱t-Maꞌin Ac4on Nominals

Paterson (2019: 91)

Smith (2007: 113



U̱t-Maꞌin Ac4on Nominals

Paterson (2019: 81)



U̱t-Maꞌin Auxiliary Construc4ons

Paterson (2019: 157, 158)



U̱t-Maꞌin Transi4ve Auxiliary Cxns

Paterson (2019: 81)



Associa4ve Construc4on
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• When the expression has no expressed object, the form of the nominalization is straightforward.

• A nominalized verb occurs after an auxiliary with one of 5 noun class prefixes.

• The auxiliary conveys an aspectual or modal meaning and any tense marking. 
Chapter 7 Chapter 8 Chapter 9
Progressive Desiderative Future Obligation
Future Habitual

Telic
Continuative
Completive
Inchoative
Frequentative

• The main semantic idea of the clause is expressed by the nominalized verb.

Nominaliza4on in predica4on
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Associa4ve Construc4on



Associa4ve Construc4on



Forms of noun class 6 marking



Forms of the Associa/ve Marker by noun class



Associa4ve uses 1a and 1b
(associates an NP to the head)



Associa4ve uses 2a and 2b
(associates a non-NP to the head)
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Thank you!



Nominaliza4on and Associa4on
in context



Nominaliza4on in context


