
Supporting Diversity Through a Typology of Data 

Providers: What is an Archive?

Hugh Paterson III. 2023. Supporting Diversity Through a Typology of Data Providers: What is an 
Archive?. Paper presented at the 8th International Conference on Language Documentation and 
Conservation. University of Hawaii Manoa. Presentation slides Copyright 2022 licensed: CC-SA-ND.



Inspiration

Yi I, Lake A, Kim J, Haakman K, Jewell J, Babinski S, et al.. 

Accessibility, Discoverability, and Functionality: An Audit of and 
Recommendations for Digital Language Archives. 

Journal of Open Humanities Data. 2022;8:10. DOI: http://doi.org/10.5334/johd.59

http://doi.org/10.5334/johd.59


Definition of an archive

A Institution with a mandate for preservation. A Collection of Resources (Assumed to be 
from the same institution), usually on matters 
related to the institution.



Definition of an archive

A Institution with a mandate for preservation. A Collection of Resources (Assumed to be from 
the same institution), usually on matters related 
to the institution.



Definition of an archive

A Institution with a mandate for preservation A Collection of Resources (Assumed to be from 
the same institution), usually on matters related 
to the institution.



Characteristics of the different senses of “archive”

Document Server

● Independent documents

Archival Bond

● Associations between documents 
made explicit



Characteristics of the different senses of “archive”

Document Server Archival Bond



Real world language usage I



Real world language usage II



Real world language usage III

What is “archiving”? Is it putting things in a collection or is it interacting with an institution?



Misconceptions

1. Access ≠ Archive 2. The website is not the Archive



OLAC’s current definition of a Data provider

OLAC archive description

● type="institutional" indicates that the repository is operated by an institution 
that is committed to maintaining it in the future, even after the individuals 
currently associated with it are no longer involved.

● type="personal" indicates that the repository is being operated by an 
individual (or a group of individuals) without the commitment of an institution 
for maintenance far into the future.



Classes of data providers

Access Institutions

Exhibits and Standalone Collections

Reference Resources



Classes of data providers II

Access Institutions

Exhibits and Standalone Collections

Reference Resources

Archive: Preservation, Curation, 
Community Re-engagement

Repository: Faithful Distribution

Library: Temporary Communal Access

Museum: Curator Driven Description 
and Access

Gallery: Focused Sales

The business model of the institution will impact their approach to the web and artifact description.



Classes of data providers III

Access Institutions

Exhibits and Standalone Collections

Reference Resources

Special Collections: Limited scope by 
topic or experience

Personal CV or Portfolio: Limited scope to 
a single person’s work

Lab or Department’s Portfolio: An exhibit 
of the work of a single organizational unit

Project Portfolio: Limited Scope to a single 
research endeavor



Classes of data providers IIII

Access Institutions

Exhibits and Standalone Collections

Reference Resources

Typological Databases: A typological 
reference resource covering a range of 

languages

Bibliographies: A list of items



Is everything an archive?



What is the distribution we see?
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Acknowledging Diversity Moderates Expectations
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By recognizing the diversity in data providers it allows us to form interaction and quality 
based expectations around web-interactions.


